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HIGHLIGHTS FROM SESSIONS

Session
Nationalism Revisited. National Security Redefined

How can Governments lead in re-defining national security and in re-visiting nationalism? Women are
central in countering violent extremism, curbing ultra-nationalism, and re-defining national security. What
is required in the Arab region to unlock this potential?

Date
Sunday | May 13, 2018

Duration
43 minutes

Session Video
Panelist Profiles

Please credit Beirut Institute Summit when using this material.

Moderator:
e Mouna Saliba, Senior Correspondent, MTV, Lebanon

Panelists:
e Ambassador Hossam Zaki, Assistant Secretary-General, League of Arab States, Egypt
e HE Bakhtiar Amin, Former Minister of Human Rights, Iraq
e Ambassador Farida Allaghi, Former Ambassador to the European Union, Libya
e Afshin Molavi, Senior Fellow at the Johns Hopkins SAIS Foreign Policy Institute and Co-Director
of the emerge85 Lab, USA


https://youtu.be/HNykaSx4dZQ
http://beirutinstitutesummit.org/speakers.html

Ambassador Hossam Zaki
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HE Bakhtiar Amin
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Ambassador Farida Allaghi:
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Afshin Molavi:

When you look at the Arab region itself, we are looking at a 2.8 trillion dollar economy
in this region, and that's small for 22 countries. That is the equivalent of Germany.
You look at the young population - 2/3 under the age of 30, 30% youth unemployment
- 30% youth unemployment today, 30% youth unemployment on the eve of the Arab
uprisings. | certainly don't use the term Arab Spring anymore either - it doesn't feel
like spring in Damascus. So you have these situations, and these are real challenges.
And | think that it's the government’s responsibility, it's the private sector’'s
responsibility, and civil society's responsibility.

Between the ages of 15 to 29, there’s about a hundred million Arabs. That can either
be a hundred million problems, but | prefer to see it as a hundred million
opportunities. There is a demographic gift in the Arab world similar to the
demographic gift we saw in East Asia. If that can be matrtialed, if that can be
leveraged, | think this region would know new heights.

When you think about nationalism historically when it first began, and really when you
look at WWI and WWII, nationalism was dangerous to the west in many ways. It lead
to enormous amounts of death and destruction. But | also see nationalism when | see
young people in the Arab World, when | see young people in Iran, when | see young
people everywhere who are demanding their rights. In a sense, that's a form of
nationalism as well...when they say il Lisul 4 5 il they're saying that they want to
change the system, the regime, they're not saying they want to change the nation, so
there is a sense of nationalism there.

The new definition of national security - what you find on an individual internal security
level is you find countries that tend to deliver the goods for their people, have a better
chance at internal security. When it comes to broader national security issues, | agree
about the importance of a Congress of Vienna type situation, we really do need some
of the great powers to come together and begin to hash out the problems that we’re
seeing across the region because otherwise these are unsolvable.
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